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PROFESSIONAL SKYDIVING TEAM




Team Fastrax Member Profiles
There are many highly qualified and experienced members on Team Fastrax.  The team competes at the highest levels nationally and internationally, and holds the highest ratings in their sport. With a combined jump total of more than a quarter of a million skydives, the team consists of a professional four-way competition team, pro canopy piloting team, and pro demonstration team.  Two members of this team hold Guinness world records on September 8-9, 2006 Jay Stokes, has set the record for most skydives in 24 hours with an amazing 640 jumps from an airplane that’s a jump every 2 Minute and 15 Second  and Travis Donley, has set record On June 20, 2010 by breaking two 1" x 12" x 10" pine boards after leaping from an airplane 12,500 feet above the ground and free-falling at 120 mph.
Gene Newsom Bio

Team Fastrax Manger Gene Newsom and has the Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating, decorated veteran US Army Ranger and Green Beret. With over 15000 Skydives, he serves as an Accelerated Free Fall Instructor Evaluator, Tandem Instructor Examiner, Instructor Examiner, Pilot and a Master Rigger licensed by the Federal Aviation Administration at Start Skydiving in Middletown OH. Gene also was the Test Pilot For all the Flags.
Travis Donley Bio

Travis Donley is one of the Team Fastrax Team Captains. He is a Freefall Photographer Specialist, Pyrotechnic Specialist, Large Flag Specialist, Canopy Relative Work Specialist and High Speed Canopy Pilot Specialist. Travis is from Plymouth Michigan.  Travis is the chief instructor at Middletown’s Start Skydiving, and holds a Tandem and Accelerated Freefall Instructor, Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating and a Senior Rigger licensed by the Federal Aviation Administration. Travis, an accomplished canopy flier, has 2000 skydives.

John Hart II Bio

John Hart One of Team Fastrax Team Captains John is a Formation Skydiving Specialist, Freefall photographer Specialist, Pyrotechnic Specialist, Large Flag Specialist, and Canopy Relative Work Specialist. John is a US Army Special Forces Veteran from Cincinnati, Ohio with over 10-thousand skydives. John has earned two silver and one bronze World Cup medals, four silver and one bronze US Nationals medals and was on the 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008 US Skydiving Team. John is a member of the demonstration team and has the Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating, as well as Accelerated Freefall Instructor, and photographer at Team Fastrax’ home drop zone, Start Skydiving in Middletown.

Bud Prenatt bio 
Bud Prenatt is the One of Team Fastrax Team Captains Bud is Pyrotechnic Specialist and is a Tandem Specialist, Bud, who hails from Columbus, Ohio, is a professional skydiving instructor.  A 10-year veteran in the sport and having made over two thousand jumps, Bud is a  instructor at Middletown’s Start Skydiving, and is both a Tandem and Accelerated Freefall Instructor. Bud has his Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating.
Matt Cline bio 
Matt Cline is the One of Team Fastrax Team Captains Matt is Pyrotechnic Specialist, Tandem Specialist and a Canopy Relative Work Specialist, Matt is a retired member of the Army’s 101st Airborne Division. He also led and trained the 101st Airborne Parachute Demonstration Team, the Screaming Eagles. After 20-plus years in the military, Matt is now a full-time skydiver and is a USPA Safety & Training Advisor at Large for the southern region. Matt has over 4000 skydives and his Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating. Matt is also a Accelerated Free Fall Instructor Evaluator, Tandem Instructor Examiner and Instructor Examiner at Start Skydiving in Middletown OH.
Dave French bio 
Dave French is the Freefall Photographer Specialist and Pyrotechnic Specialist.  Dave, who hails from Cincinnati, Ohio, is an 11-year veteran in the sport and is an instructor at start skydiving in Middletown OH.  Besides instructing people to make their first jump, Dave is also an accomplished canopy pilot. Dave is a very talented freeflyer, in 2009 was part Ohio State Freeflying Head-down Formation Record. Dave is a member of the demonstration team with his Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating, as well as Accelerated Freefall Instructor and photographer at Team Fastrax’ home drop zone, Start Skydiving in Middletown.

David Hart bio

David Hart is a Formation Skydiving Specialist, Pyrotechnic Specialist, and Tandem Specialist. He is a native of Dayton and resident of Mason, Ohio, and is a Veteran US Army Ranger, Pathfinder and Master Parachutist. David has nearly four thousand jumps. David along with teammate Bob Akers completed 100 skydives each in 13 hours to show their support of our soldiers currently serving their country. Dave is a member of the demonstration team with his Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating, as well as Tandem Instructor at Team Fastrax’ home drop zone, Start Skydiving in Middletown.
John Harth Bio (RUDDER)
John Harth is a Canopy Relative Work Specialist and a Pyrotechnics Specialist.  John is a Cincinnati native but hails from Columbus OH. John works for a major airline as a pilot and has Over 1000 skydives.  John is also an instructor at Start Skydiving teaching Accelerated Free Fall students. John has his Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating.
Tim Hovanic Bio

Tim Hovanic, is a Large Flag Specialist, Tandem Specialist and a High Speed Canopy Pilot Specialist.  In addition to being a Team Fastrax member Tim is a  special weapons test engineer with the United States Marine Corps. Tim has his Professional Exhibition ((PRO) Rating and is both a Tandem and Accelerated Freefall Instructor, as well as a videographer at Start Skydiving in Middletown, and has completed more than 1000 skydives.

Dan Aukstikalnis bio (TREEMAN)
Dan Aukstikalnis (awk-sti-KAL-nis) is a Large Flag Specialist, Mascots Specialist and a Tandem Specialist.  A native of Xenia, Ohio, Dan is not only a Team Fastrax Member he is a Tandem Instructor and Accelerated Freefall Instructor at Start Skydiving in Middletown, OH.  Dan has accumulated more than 3500 skydives in his 11 year in the sport. Dan has his Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating. 

Scott Stillwell bio (GILA)
Scott Stillwell is a Tandem Specialist, Pyrotechnic Specialist and a High Speed Canopy Pilot Specialist.  Scott hails from Xenia, Ohio, has been jumping for 16 years accumulating more than 2000 skydives. Scott has his Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating and He is also a Freefall Photographer, Accelerated Free Fall Instructor, Tandem Instructor, and a Senior Rigger licensed by the Federal Aviation Administration at Start Skydiving in Middletown, OH
Jay Stokes bio

Jay Stokes is a Large Flag Specialist, Tandem Specialist, Pyrotechnic Specialist, Canopy Accuracy Specialist, and Canopy Relative Work Specialist. Jay Stokes, retired from the U.S. Army as a CW-4 after 24 years and began a career as a professional civilian skydiver. Jay is the world record holder for the most skydives in a 24 hour period with 640 skydives.  Jay a decorated military veteran and former US Army Green Beret has over 18000 skydives. Jay is the President of United States Parachute Association and a Accelerated Free Fall Instructor Evaluator, Tandem Instructor Examiner, Instructor Examiner and a Master Rigger licensed by the Federal Aviation Administration. Also Jay is a Professional Exhibition (PRO) Jumper.
Robin Heider bio

Robin Heider is a Tandem Specialist,  Canopy Relative Work Specialist and Freefall Videographer Specialist.  Robin who hails from Dayton OH has accumulated more than 2000 skydives in her 12 years also she has her Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating. In addition to being a member of Team Fastrax Robin is a certified Coach, and Tandem instructor.  

Jim Fangmeyer bio (FANG)
Jim Fangmeyer is a Freefall Photographer Specialist, Formation Skydiving Specialist, Pyrotechnic Specialist, Mascots Specialist, Large Flag Specialist, and is a Canopy Accuracy Specialist. Fang who hails from Cincinnati OH  has accumulated more than 8000 skydives in His 30 years. Fang has over 3000 Demonstration Jumps and he has his Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating. In 1979 He Was in the World Record Canopy Relative Work Stack of 12.
Dan Paganini bio

Dan Paganini is a Canopy Relative Work Specialist, Mascots Specialist, Tandem Specialist and a Large Flag Specialist.  Dan who hails from Lexington KY has accumulated over 4000 skydives.  Dan is also a US Army veteran of the 82nd Airborne Division, with his Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating and Tandem Instructor and Videographer at Start Skydiving in Middletown OH. Dan also holds the Kentucky and Ohio (Parachutists Over Phorty Society) or (POPS) State Records.
Justin Hammons bio

Justin Hammons is a Freefall Photographer Specialist, and a Pyrotechnic Specialist

Justin has more than 2000 skydives and hails from Lexington KY. Justin has his Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating and is also a Freefall Photographer, Accelerated Free Fall Instructor, Tandem Instructor, and a Senior Rigger licensed by the Federal Aviation Administration at Start Skydiving in Middletown OH.

Doug Park bio

Doug Park is a Freefall Photographer Specialist, Formation Skydiving Specialist, High Speed Canopy Pilot Specialist and Pyrotechnic Specialist.  Doug is from Burlington Vermont but now hails from DeLand FL.  Doug is a Business Owner and Competitive Skydiver with numerous Championships and records.  1998 - 2004 World Champion, World Cup Champion, US National Champion, US National Overall Champion just to mention a few.  Doug has over 17,000 skydives in his 20 years. Also Doug is a Professional Exhibition (PRO) Jumper.
Brian Marzluf bio

Brian Mazluf is a Canopy Relative Work Specialist and Pyrotechnics Specialist with the Team.  Brian is from Columbus OH but now hails from Xenia.  Brian has 16 years in the sport with more than 3700 skydives.  Brian has his Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating and is also a Tandem Instructor and Senior Rigger licensed by the Federal Aviation Administration.

Bob Akers bio

Bob Akers is a Formation Skydiving Specialist, Canopy Relative Work Specialist  and Large Flag Specialist. Bob is from Ohio but presently hails from Memphis TN.  Bob is also former member of Team Fastrax Four Way Formation Team filling the point position.  Bob is also an accomplished tandem instructor at Start Skydiving in Middletown OH. On September 11, 2004 Bob and David Hart completed 100 skydives each in 13 hours to show their support of our soldiers currently serving their country. Also Doug is a Professional Exhibition (PRO) Jumper.
Ray Dutch bio

Ray Dutch is a High Speed Canopy Pilot Specialist, Wingsuit Specialist, Formation Skydiving Specialist and Tandem Specialist with the Team. Ray is from Florida but now hails from Middletown OH.  He has accumulated over 14,000 skydives in the sport.  Ray is a Tandem Instructor, Accelerated Freefall Instructor and Swoop Instructor with Start Skydiving in Middletown OH.  Also Doug is a Professional Exhibition (PRO) Jumper.
Dewey Vinaya bio

Dewey Vinaya is a Large Flag Specialist, Tandem Specialist, Pyrotechnic Specialist, Canopy Accuracy Specialist, and Canopy Relative Work Specialist. Staff Sgt. Dewey Vinaya is a native of Alexandria, Va. He joined the military in 1992 as a parachute rigger. His first assignment was with the Airborne Test Facility, Yuma Proving Grounds, Yuma, Ariz. Also in 3rd Special Forces Group (Airborne), Army Special Operations Command, both at Fort Bragg, N.C., 101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, Ky. He is also a Tandem Instructor, Accelerated Freefall Instructor. Also Dewey is a Professional Exhibition (PRO) Jumper.
Paul Stanford bio
Paul Stanford is Flag Specialist, Tandem Specialist and was a U.S. Marines, 7 years, Embassy Security East Berlin and El Salvador.  Electrical Engineer.  Jumping since 1988, He has accumulated over 2300 skydives in the sport. with his Professional Exhibition (PRO) Rating, Tandem Instructor and Accelerated Freefall Instructor at Start Skydiving in Middletown OH.  Currently climbing the 7-Summits; tallest mountains on all 7 continents.

Scott Smalley
Scott Smalley is Flag Specialist and Ground Control Specialist. Scott has more than 900 skydives and hails from Lexington KY.
Kyle Sward bio
Kyle Sward is a Ground Control Specialist. Kyle has more than 500 skydives and hails from Lexington KY.  Kyle is also a Coach at Start Skydiving in Middletown OH.
Todd Johnson bio

Todd Johnson is a Ground Control Specialist. Todd has more than 500 skydives and hails from Cincinnati, Oh.  Todd is also a Coach at Start Skydiving in Middletown OH.

Maya Tayake bio
Maya Tayake is a Ground Control Specialist. Maya has more than 500 skydives and hails from Lexington KY.  Maya is also a Coach at Start Skydiving in Middletown OH.

Arianna Williams bio
Arianna Williams is a Ground Control Specialist and Formation Skydiving Specialist. Arianna has more than 800 skydives and hails from Columbus, Oh..  Arianna is also a Coach at Start Skydiving in Middletown OH. Arianna is member of 4-way Team Tenacity.

John Hart III bio

John Hart is a Ground Control Specialist and Formation Skydiving Specialist. John has more than 800 skydives and hails from Cincinnati, Oh.  John is a Accelerated Freefall Instructor with Start Skydiving in Middletown OH.  John is a member of 4-way Team Grippers.
Gary Holden bio

Gary Holden is a Ground Control Specialist. USMC/Viet Nam Veteran Gary has more than 200 skydives and hails from Cincinnati Oh. Gary is a Coach at Start Skydiving in Middletown Oh.
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